AMERICAN CIVIL LIBERTIES UNION
of NORTH CAROLINA

(= B0 2014 Legislative

Report Card

Ratings are based on legislation proposed in the North Carolina

General Assembly during the 2014 legislative session.

The brighter Lady Liberty’s torch shines, the better a lawmaker’s

position on civil liberties.

'f = Supported the ACLU-NC’s position

T = Opposed the ACLU-NC’s position

Legislation the ACLU-NC Opposed:

S.B. 744 Appropriations Act of 2014: The bill, ostensibly
crafted to make adjustments to the two-year budget passed in
2013, included several provisions damaging to civil liberties.

Included in the 260-page budget were provisions to provide
funding to Crisis Pregnancy Centers. Additionally, funding
was included to start paying for warrantless drug tests of in-
dividuals who apply for Work First benefits. This require-
ment passed into law in 2013, but was never implemented
because of its expense. The budget bill included language
changing how citizens may challenge the constitutionality of a
statute adopted by the General Assembly and lengthy policies
addressing the use of drones in North Carolina. The drone
language mirrored that of HB 1099, a bill the ACLU-NC op-
posed because it granted wide latitude to law enforcement
agencies who want to conduct surveillance with drones.

Final Disposition of S.B. 744: Passed both the House and
Senate and was signed by the governor. This bill became law
on August 8 and was retroactively effective unless otherwise
stated. The vote used by the ACLU-NC Report Card is the
final concurrence vote in both chambers.

S.B. 786 Energy Modernization Act: [ntended to speed
the implementation of fracking in N.C., SB 786 also includes
a provision making it a misdemeanor for certain government
officials to disclose the amount of chemicals being pumped
into the ground during the fracking process.

Final Disposition of S.B. 786: Passed the House and Sen-

ate and signed by the Governor. SB 786 became law on
June 4.

S.B. 370 Respect for Student Prayer/Religious Activity:
Allows teachers and school administrators to participate in
religious activities initiated by students in North Carolina’s
public schools. The bill went beyond clarifying current law
to include unclear language allowing teachers to “adopt a
respectful posture,” such as bowing one’s head or kneeling
with the students, which is likely to make students with dif-
ferent beliefs feel ostracized, not just by their classmates,
but by their teacher and school.

Final Disposition of S.B. 370: Passed the House and
Senate and was signed by the governor. This bill became
law on June 19. The vote reflected by the ACLU-NC Re-
port Card is the 2nd reading in the House and the concur-
rence vote in the Senate.

S.B. 719 Student Organizations/Rights and Recogni-
tions: Requires community colleges and universities
to recognize and grant funding and facilities to student
groups that discriminate in selection of leadership, dis-
pute resolution, or possibly membership, based on the
student group’s faith or mission.

Final Disposition of S.B. 719: Passed the House and
Senate and signed by the governor. This bill became law
on June 25th. The vote reflected in the ACLU-NC Report
Card is the House Second Reading.



H.B. 348 Public Safety Technology/State ROW:
Would allow the State Department of Transportation to
make agreements with local cities and counties for the
placement of automatic license plate readers on
state-owned property, which has the potential to vastly
expand the use of these tag readers to document North
Carolinians’ habits.

Final Disposition of H.B. 348: This bill was rereferred
to the Senate Rules Committee after its 2nd Reading vote
and died in Rules. The vote reflected in the ACLU-NC
Report Card is the Senate Second Reading.

Legislation the ACLU-NC Supported:

H.B. 725 Young Offender Rehabilitation Act: Remove
children ages 16 and 17 years old charged with misde-
meanors from the jurisdiction of the adult criminal justice
system, instead placing them in the juvenile justice system
for treatment and correction.

Final Disposition of H.B. 725: Passed the House, but died
in the Senate. The vote reflected in the ACLU-NC Report
Card is the House Third Reading.

H.B. 1220 Hope 4 Haley and Friends: Legalizes the use of
a type of marijjuana oil extract (cannabidiol) for intractable
epileptic seizures, if recommended by a neurologist. The bill
also sets up a study program to determine the medical bene-
fits of hemp oil.

Final Disposition of H.B. 1220: Passed the House and
Senate and was signed by the governor. This bill became law
on July 3 and directs the Department of Health and Human
Services to create temporary rules to implement by October
1. The votes reflected in the ACLU-NC Report Card are the
Senate Second Reading and the House Concurrence vote.

*Please note that only the final recorded vote on each bill is
reflected in the Report Card.
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AMERICAN CIVIL LIBERTIES UNION
of NORTH CAROLINA
The ACLU of North Carolina is a nonprofit, nonpartisan

organization dedicated to defending and expanding the individual

rights and freedoms found in the U.S. and North Carolina

Constitutions and related federal and state civil rights laws.

With more than 12,000 members and supporters throughout the state
and an office located in Raleigh, the organization achieves its mission
through advocacy, public education, community outreach, and when

necessary, litigation. Visit acluofnc.org for more information.



