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2015 Legislative

Report Card

Ratings are based on legislation proposed in the North Carolina General

Assembly during the 2015 legislative session.

The brighter Lady Liberty’s torch shines, the better a lawmaker’s

position on civil liberties.

'f = Supported the ACLU-NC’s position

T = Opposed the ACLU-NC’s position

This report card grades North Carolina House Representatives and Senators on five bills respectively, all

of which the ACLU-NC opposed in 2015 because of their negative impact on civil liberties. *

NONDISCRIMINATION
S.B. 279: Amend Qualifications/Practice of Counseling

A provision inserted into the Conference Report of this bill at
the very end of the legislative session would have stripped
local governments of their ability to pass anti-discrimination
ordinances related to employment, housing, and public ac-
commodations.

Disposition of S.B. 279: The Conference Report was re-
referred to the House Rules Commiittee, killing the discrimi-
natory provision. The original bill passed both the House and
the Senate, and was presented to Governor Pat McCrory on
October 1, 2015. This report card grades the vote taken to re-
refer the Conference Report to the Rules Committee.

LGBT EQUALITY & EQUAL TREATMENT

S.B. 2: Magistrates Recusal for Civil Ceremonies

Allows all magistrates as well as deputy and assistant registers
of deeds to opt out of performing all civil marriages for six-
month periods, based on religious objections. This bill sets a
dangerous precedent by allowing government officials to pick
and choose which duties they will perform based on their per-
sonal beliefs. Its sponsors said the bill was a response to same
-sex couples winning the freedom to marry in North Carolina.

Disposition of S.B. 2: S.B. 2 became law on June 11,
2015, when the General Assembly voted to override Gover-
nor McCrory’s veto. This report card grades two votes for
each legislative body: the 2nd reading in the Senate and the
3rd reading in the House, as well as both chambers’ votes to
override Governor McCrory’s veto.

CAPITAL PUNISHMENT

H.B. 774: Restoring Proper Justice Act

Makes changes to execution protocols that decrease trans-
parency and thus government accountability, including
allowing public agencies to classify as confidential any
information about drug manufacturers and suppliers who
provide the state with drugs used in executions, and
exempting execution protocol changes from the regular rule
-making process. Allows any medical professional as
defined in the bill, not just a doctor, to be present at an exe-
cution—which could mean that a qualified medical doctor
will not be present if problems arise during an execution.

Disposition of H.B. 744: Passed both the House and the
Senate and was signed into law by the governor on August
5,2015. The vote counted is the 2nd Reading in the Senate
and the concurrence vote in the House.



IMMIGRANTS’ RIGHTS

H.B. 318: Protect North Carolina Workers Act

Prohibits local governments from adopting so-called
“sanctuary” ordinances that limit the enforcement of feder-
al immigration laws, and prohibits government officials—
with the exception of law enforcement officers in some
cases—from accepting consular and municipal or organi-
zational ID cards to determine a person’s identity or
residency. The bill also expands the use of E-verify in
employment.

Disposition of H.B. 318: Passed both the House and the
Senate and was transmitted to the governor on September
30, 2015. Governor McCrory has not acted on the bill.
The votes graded in this report card are the 3rd Reading in
the Senate and the concurrence vote in the House.

JUVENILE JUSTICE
S.B. 343: Student Assault on Teacher/Felony Offense

Would create a new felony penalty for students aged 16
and older who are found guilty of assaulting school person-

nel. Assault on school personnel is already a criminal of-
fense, so rather than addressing a gap in current criminal law,
S.B. 343 would exacerbate our current school-to-prison pipe-

line.

Disposition of S.B. 343: S.B. 343 passed the Senate, and
was re-referred to the Committee on Children, Youth and
Families after its 1st Reading in the House. The vote graded
here is the 2nd Senate Reading.

REPRODUCTIVE JUSTICE
H.B. 465: Women and Children’s Protection Act

Triples the government mandated waiting period for women
seeking access to abortion from 24 to 72 hours.

Disposition of H.B. 465: Passed both the House and the
Senate and was signed into law on June 5, 2015 by Governor
McCrory. The votes graded here are the 3rd reading in the
Senate and the concurrence vote in the House.

*Please note that only the final recorded vote on each bill is
reflected in the Report Card.
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Founded in 1965, the American Civil Liberties Union of North Carolina is a nonprofit,
nonpartisan organization dedicated to defending and expanding the individual rights
and freedoms found in the U.S. and North Carolina Constitutions and related
federal and state civil rights laws.

With more than 10,000 members and supporters throughout the state and
an office located in Raleigh, the organization achieves its mission through advocacy,
public education, community outreach, and when necessary, litigation.

acluofnc.org
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