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It's been a privilege to get to put pictures to the words of trans and nonbinary
yovth here in North Carolina. As | worKed on these illvstrations, my heart was
filled imagining a world where all trans and nonbinary Kids get to live safely

anhd provdly as themselves.

care, safety, respect and love are necessities for all people,

bvt they are of ten denied to trans yovth. As ah artist and an edvcator, | have
so mvch gratitvde for the trans and nonbinary children | have gotten to Know,
teach and learn from. Trahs yovth show vs hew ways of thinKing and being.
The trans yovth in my life remind me that ovr actions, words and imaginations
help create and nvture the world we live in.

In picturing & full and beavtifvl fvtvre for every trans child and in imagining
what that will feel like, we help maKe it a reality. As yov read throvgh this
book, | invite yov to envision and feel the joy of the fvtvres transgender
children imagine, hope for and deserve.,




The ACLV of NC wovld liKe 1o thank the
Rainbow Collective for Change, Time Ovt
Yovth, PFLAG Charlotte, and the LGBT Center
of Raleigh for their svpport in this pro ject,
as well as all the trans and nonbinary yovth
in North Carolina who shared their stories
with vs. This pro ject wovldn't exist withovt
yov, and the world is a better place becavse
yov're in it

The following booK is inspired by the
experiences and stories of trans and
honbinary yovth in North Carolina that were
collected by the ACLU of NC via interviews.
lllvstrations do not represent the yovth
interviewed and any likenesses are
coincidental.




Freedom
to0 Be...



Freedom to be gentle liKe an
elephant bvt fierce when |
heed to be.




Freedom to be liKe a cat who can jump,
climb, see in the darK and live nine lives.







Freedom 1

o be j ’ by
2 ins
the colors in -f[e'r::rll’g

P A . ¥ ) =X
HERTE ATy
> 45 nr .".1 At

PSS e

=



Freedom to be lying
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Freedom to be
a painter of
landscapes.







Freedom 1o be a

choreographer.
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Freedom 1o be a
writer, director,
and Praducér.







Freedom 1o be a reader.
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Freedom to be a
ma.rine biologist.




Freedom to be
thinKing abov+t
where | want to

live in the fvtvre...

movhtains?
Beach?
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“cheered up by my friends
who make me lavgh.



Freedom to
be the
reci Pi&h*‘f
of a
special




Freedom to be loved by my parents
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The fight for transgender rights is hot over vntil every
trans and nonbinary person is able to live their life fvlly,
completely, and freely The ACLU of NC will continve to
advocate for and vplift the voices of the transgender and
honbinary commvnity, as well as their freedom to be.

For more information and to access ovr
Trans Yovth Freedom to Be animated shorts, please visit
the www.aclvofnorthcarolina.org/en/freedomtobe
or throvgh the QR code below.







