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impacted by COVID-19, but those with limited means are the most vulnerable financially and at
the greatest risk of long-term damage from the pandemic.
Starting with the Governor, North Carolina leaders at the state, county and municipal levels have
acted quickly and decisively to meet this ongoing crisis by taking steps to ameliorate the
potentially disastrous impact of the ongoing pandemic. Just recently, Attorney General Josh
Stein announced that the North Carolina Department of Justice would immediately suspend
collection efforts for debts owed to state agencies. We are asking you to take similar action
within the purview of your office.
With the COVID-19 pandemic at hand, and the country and state on the brink of a major
economic downturn, now is the time for our state leaders to make decisions that serve our
residents. We therefore ask that you work with your members to reach a goal of suspending
collections requests on behalf of local agencies for a reasonable period of time, giving
strong consideration to the expert reports warning that the pandemic itself will last for at
least 18 months. Doing so will provide much-needed aid to families struggling to weather the
financial impact of this pandemic and its aftermath.
Thank you for your consideration.
Sincerely,
THE NORTH CAROLINA FINES AND FEES COALITION
Daryl Atkinson
Co-Director
Forward Justice

Daniel Bowes
Director
NC Justice Center, Fair Chance Project

Chantal Stevens
Interim Executive Director
ACLU of North Carolina

Don Cavellini
Co-Chair
Coalition Against Racism

Kristen Powers
Interim Executive Director
Benevolence Farm

James E. Williams, Jr.
Attorney

